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May 11, 1885
Hi Alan,

Haope the enclosed is of interest. Those were great days at W2AEE. Some of the names
are mentioned, various folks at CU and elsewhere, some I've kept track of, others lost...

W2AIP - Art Kay - died a few years ago. Caused by microwave radiation suffered as a USN

radar tech in the late 40's. Never got his EE from CU but studied there “forever” aﬂi
did get a very prestigious job at Bell Labs’ Whippany facility. He did most of the antenna work
on the famous wire antennas emanating from the old building roof!

WBGFZ - Nate Marple. An engineer at the CU Electronics Labs. Eventually left ham radio and
moved to NJ in the late 60's. An incredible CW operator. He kept his National HROB0 and
Johnson Viking Ranger at WR2AEE for all to use and enjoy.

W2JXM - Tom Puckett. Another EE wizard; he practically invented full CW break-in. The
prototype rig for his thesis was our “CXB" transmitter - A00W CW out, a 6' rack all bands,
homebrew, with thyratron circuitry, full receive muting, sidetones, full receive signal strength
between dots, etc.etc. all in the early 50'sill He went back to OK in the mid-late 50's as | recall.

K2DVT - Dave Efron (see picture) - a regular visitor from CCNY {W2HdJ). A mathematician,
theoretical physicist and jazz clarinetist wha eventually gave up ham radio...

K2EQF - Steve Aug, President of W2DSC (at NYU's Bronx campus back when they had one)
later became a US Coast Guard officer, then attended CU’s J schoal, was active in CUARC,
and went on to become ABC - TV's business editor. He's on “Good Morning America’ every
morning with the “Morning Economic Report” and is still active as W3DEF, from Chevy Chase
Maryland.

W2BMF - Jim Douglas was a combined physics,/music major at Yale (class of 56). Also a
frequent visitor to Columbia, He left ham radio eventually and is now Chairperson of the
Astronomy Department at Utexas,//Austin. Most brilliant person | ever mati!!

WIWXR - Priscilla “Tippi” Rounds - from Westpart, CT - art student at Uconn and later

at; Boston's MFA - one of the most popular girls on the College Net. Very attractive and

the center of much attention, as would attest the creation of the “Royal Order of Brick
Pagoda Watchers” on the College Net, membership open to those who had glimpsed
Tippiin a bikinilll Tippi married one of her boyfriends on the CN and now lives in Pittsburgh....



-W1YCU - Judy Gage, a high schoal student from Worcester, MA - who was featured in a big
~_photo spread in "Saturday Evening Post” in 1954, showing her at home, with ham radio, etc.

. Ete. Most everyone on CN was madly in love with Judy, and Roger W1UDF fram RPl was her official .~ .

__ “boyfrtend" which was why all the grumpy old college guys even aIIowed herto assoolate wn:h
them, in their lofty eider‘ status! . _ _ -

- Judy was (and is) an absolute doli, she Ilves in Carhsie MA and s still an afﬂolonado of the old .
days on the College Net. She may also have various mementos of those days 1 think. She's
- memed to Dave Wlllar‘d W1EQ who 1ust retlr‘ed from MITRE and we rein touoh r‘eguleriy

W1UDF - Roger Salaman, studenl: at BPlin Troy. NY, good friend of Ar't’s and mine. He o

.-did a rather amazing thesis studying propagation effects on HF aver varying distancesfor "~
_his EE bachelor's requirement at RPI, and enlisted the aid of all stations in the College Net.

- 'We used to run weekend shifts for 36 hours, one operator after-another, at W2AEE during
. this several month long project, going from one operating position to another in arder to

- send out “beacan” transmissions on all the various bands, Each station had to send and |

““receive the beacons from all other stations on the “net” - from 160 through 10- those that

* had enough equipment to operate all bands simultaneously - like W2AEE, which Roger oaHed

’ '-'_.,"r.hat Elootroruo Paiaoe in NY. wn:h 10, GOD 000, OOO k:Eowal:ts onthe alr‘"]

We would fill out the forms with repor'ts quent:fled frorn 01 D and wn;h oomments far 5|gnal

. quality - fade, flutter fade, selective fading, etc.etc. and then Roger would compile everything.

“Eventually he submitted the thesis and of caurse passed and ||: altleft qutte an mpress;on on .
those ofus who partlolpated : S

__'.I used to do the eerly morning shift Saturday ar‘rwlng at W2AEE et about BAM and “workmg"_ E -:_ .

~ till SAMI Transmitting the bulletins (phone and CW), copying down the other bulleting that
. I could copy, and downing gallans of coffee, raspberr'y cookies, and {yechhhh] cigarettes!!!

. Often an exhausted operator from a prior shift could be found in Art’s old Navy surplus canvas

- hammock, slung between roof glrders in the back of the attio above the plles and boxes of the
ks o[d Armstr‘ong papers!!!!! K . : _

E '_The College Net was really aohve every Fnday afternoon up and down the East Goaet; with
- dates and sleepovers being arranged... W1AF/Harvard, W1YU/Yale, K1NAK/Brown, as
- well as the Annapolis and W.Point and US Coast Guard Academy stations always being
- present. We a!i epent; a lot of tame on each others tur'f and thoroughly enjoyed the whole

i _t:hmg

i .ln my case so much 8o that [ was put on probamon twice for neglec:tmg my college st;ud;eotn .
~favor of my activities at W2AEE, but - years later, after graduating and mucking around with

-various things to do inmy Ilfe Fmust oonfess that WEAEE * *was* * -my basm eduoatlon et
Columbla" ' S _

There are a zillion reminiscences about the grand old place, from the thousands of broadcast
band images caused by the copper flashing rectifying solder joints on hot summer days -
causing our EE’s to scurry about devising wavetrap filters for our receivers - to the RFl which
W2AEE's big transmitters would cause to the experimental analog computer lab on the

Bth floor!! All the sleepovers in the shack (to the dismay of our faculty “counselor”) the

cozy back areas of the attic [great for making out among all the old Armstrong stuff!!!) -



and helping to string and tune all the antennas - home brew tuners of course, big patch panels
to patch various receivers to various transmitters all over the place, and patch the outputs from .
the 6-7 operatlng positions to aII the different antennas SO

- "Agreat exercise in network topology if you will, lots of lessons to be learned - Nate and Artand - _
. Tom Pucket were the elder “teachers” so to speak, the rest of us were the I "grunts” who came

- in and learned the ropes.... as a freshman wearmg a beanie in ‘1954 bE|IEV8 me, |twas grand =~~~
'belng at AEEF ' : : _

| '_ All har members had ta be checked out on each operatmg posmnn To tune up the CXB 400 '
~.watt CW rig, or the Temco 1,000 watt AM rig [which fit up the skles every after‘noon onthe
: Eollege Net on 75] one had to be thomughly checked out S _
| Not qu:l:e the same as flrmg up a Kenwood TSSD beheve me"f |

*Incidentally all the W2AEE experiences are directly responsgble for my interest in coiiect:ng and

_ "'-repau‘lng "h:stomc" old l"EIdID gear as you can see fr'orn the @SL card!!!! e

od better stcp here More people to identify and more storles to t;ell ynu know how us old folks
" like to ramble on and an about the old days....!!!t But some of us are_stlli around and activein - -
' hamr‘adlo . S i R SR T S

_'.'I exchanged letters with Tlppz Iast year and keep in touch with dudy and Dave Steve W3DEFis
- just about my oldest friend at this point; even heard from Dale Cockle Iast year [he wasan .
: operator‘ at W2 KGY at West Point *54-'58). : :

P t;ry to dig up more names and hlstor‘les if possub!e. and |fyou re ml;erestedii Many of the other . FE

-names directly associated with W2AEE in those days - K2IKI, W20LA, and others -had all gwen
' up ham radlo and faded into the swn‘izng dusts of htstory Iong Iong ago.

H0p§ } dldn t bore 'you with all thisf! |
' '73 [0*" aswe USBd to say, lncurmng the wrath of the elder- ops at AEE)) VERY 7:311 o

s ines

; é#cl S

Cur'rent e-mail is Yves1 @Delphl cam. I'm also on Csewe and Prod|gy but may s0an dump everythlng
_ for a d/ed:cated Internet pro\nder‘ like PCNet or Ner.com - will fet you know if ] do _



